
We take time to get to know the man
who requested the body of Jesus
after his death on the cross.  We
learn how to apply in our own lives
the various aspects of courage that
it took for Joseph to accomplish this
extremely important job.  

SYNOPSIS
1. Who was Joseph of Arimathea, and why is he
significant in the biblical narrative?

2. What characteristics describe Joseph of
Arimathea based on the Gospel accounts?

QUESTIONS
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3. What does Joseph of Arimathea's story teach us about fear and courage in faith?

4. What is "the cost of courage" for a Christian, according to the text?

5.   How do convictions contribute to courage?

6.  Why is "the conversation of courage" important for believers?

FURTHER READING
Luke 23:50-51
Matthew 27:57
John 19:38



THE GOSPEL OF MARK
ANSWER KEY

1. Joseph of Arimathea was a prominent member of the Jewish Council, described as a good
and upright man who did not consent to the council's decision to condemn Jesus. He was a
wealthy man from Arimathea, waiting for the Kingdom of God, and secretly a disciple of Jesus
due to fear of the Jewish leaders. His significance lies in his courageous act of boldly
approaching Pontius Pilate to request Jesus' body for burial, ensuring a proper interment
rather than the body being discarded. This act, described in all four Gospels, highlights a
moment of profound loyalty and courage from a previously unmentioned follower.

2. Joseph of Arimathea is described as a member of the Jewish Council, an upright and good
man who disagreed with the council's actions against Jesus. He was wealthy and actively
"waiting for the kingdom of God," indicating a deep spiritual expectation. Crucially, he was a
disciple of Jesus, though initially in secret, fearing the Jewish leaders. His defining action,
however, was his courageous and bold approach to Pilate after Jesus' crucifixion.

3. Joseph's story is a powerful example of someone who initially lived in fear of openly
identifying with Jesus but ultimately demonstrated immense courage. It suggests that while
fear may be present, true courage is not the absence of fear but the willingness to confront it
and act despite it. Joseph's bold request for Jesus' body, despite the potential personal cost
(loss of status, wealth, or even life), illustrates that God can use individuals even when they
struggle with fear, especially when they choose to step out in courageous acts of loyalty.

4. The "cost of courage" for a Christian involves the potential for criticism, being disowned, or
losing respect from others due to their stand for Jesus. The text emphasizes that living the
Christian life courageously is essential, not optional, and warns against being counted among
the "cowardly" in the afterlife. It highlights that courage means confronting fear, not lacking
it, and being willing to pay whatever price is necessary to stand for Christ, even if it means
risking one's standing, business, or life, as Joseph did.

5. Convictions are presented as fundamental to courage. Joseph of Arimathea's belief in Jesus'
teachings about the Kingdom of God and his conviction that Jesus was worth following
enabled his courageous actions. The text suggests that individuals who lack courage often
lack strong convictions about their faith. Developing convictions through time in God's
presence and allowing the Holy Spirit to reveal what is truly important can make decisions
easier and empower one to act courageously in alignment with those beliefs.

6. "The conversation of courage" emphasizes the necessity of verbally sharing one's faith and
proclaiming Jesus. The text challenges the idea that one should only "live the Gospel"
without speaking it, arguing that if faith is strong, it should be spoken. Openly identifying
with Jesus through conversation requires courage and can, in turn, inspire courage in others.
Conversely, speaking words of fear can demoralize those around. Joseph's courageous
conversation with Pilate is given as an example of how speaking up had a crucial impact.


